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“Newsletter - Autumn 2006”
Opening Day
Well we did it! The Priory is open to
the public and the opening weekend
was a fantastic success. We have estimated that over 600 people attended on
the Saturday. The event commenced at
Grace Dieu Manor School with a procession through the woods to the Priory
where the Chairmen of the County
Council and North West Leicester District Council jointly carried out the official opening. After the formal ceremony
the crowd was entertained, despite the
heat of the day, by over 60 children
from Belton and Newcroft Shepshed
Primary schools to music, dance and
song. There were also demonstrations
of woodturning, spinning, falconry,
model helicopter flying and other attractions. On the Sunday again the sun
was shining and an Ecumenical service
was held. The Abbot from Mount St.
Bernard’s Abbey and the Vicar from
Belton Church officiated and a congregation of over 60 attended.
There were many helpers and sponsors
during the weekend and without their
support we could not have made the
event the success that it was, our sincere
thanks go to all of them.
After 10 years work and the success of
the opening the following Monday was
a little bit strange for no longer was “the
day when we open on the horizon” it
was history. Now we have started to
look forward again and in some respects
the more mundane tasks are a reality,
for example we have to develop a plan
of action to keep the Priory and its surroundings neat and tidy, and when you
have walked around the Priory you realise there is a huge amount of grass to be
mowed. To address this we are trying to
find the most cost effective way, it may
be that we will purchase our own machine but of course this needs money.
The archaeologist has produced a dis-

cussion document for phase 2 of the
investigations into the Priory’s past, this
would encompass more digging of pits.
However before any further work can
be done we must get English Heritage
approval and again raise further funding. This work of course comes under
the umbrella of the Trust, but as in the
previous fieldwork, if it goes ahead
hopefully the Friends would play a
leading role. Also to be addressed are
the ponds and again there may be scope
for the Friends to be involved depending on whether approval is given to the
Trust to proceed with work on them.

live and let live in any community some
things can and should be stopped.
I would be very keen to hear from people who have any ideas or solutions for
local areas and also from anyone who is
aware of a regular, existing problem
that could benefit from monitoring and
surveillance.
Please email me:
claire.macrory@nwleicestershire.gov.u
k or if you would like to report a grot
spot, please call NWLDC on 01530
454545 and ask for Street Scene. We
look forward to hearing from you.
Miss Claire MacRory
Street Environment Manager

Annual General Meeting

Introducing the Street
Environment Manager for
Coalville
Many thanks to the Friends of Grace
Dieu Priory Trust for allowing me some
space in their newsletter. My name is
Claire MacRory and I am Street Environment Manager for Coalville and
surrounding villages. I am keen to be in
touch with local community groups and
people from the area to work together,
developing an action plan to tackle
“enviro-crime”.
We have all experienced taking a nice
relaxing stroll around some of our beautiful country lanes and footpaths, only
to be confronted at various locations by
fly-tips, litter or dog fouling. These
things are clearly an affront and whilst
there always has to be an element of

The Friends will be holding their first
AGM on the 23rd of October at the
Rangers Supporters Club in Thringstone and the agenda will be circulated,
but an indication of whether you will be
attending would be appreciated (Tel:
01530 454603/601). A light buffet can
also be provided at a modest cost and
again your indication would be appreciated if you wish to partake. (Please note
voting rights on second page).

Past and Present
Saturday evening and all the visitors
and stall holders had gone, Grace Dieu
Priory returned to a silent tranquil ruin.
Or was it?
The Leicestershire Paranormal Association requested a vigil on the Saturday
night, where they would attempt a scientifically based experiment to try and
find out if there was any paranormal
activity around the Priory.
Splitting the night into vigils of approximately one hour duration with a
twenty minute break, they visited various areas around the ruins including the
field containing the standing stone.
To summarise their findings or shall we
say their experiences, here is a list of
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-------------------------------------------------------------------the more notable happenings.
Near the ruins of the south range, two
members of the group experienced a
vision of a banquet with gentlemen and
ladies eating off metal plates, there was
also a young boy playing a flute.

lief on both sides they turned out to be
three people, out for a walk, what at
1.30am. It had certainly made the hairs
on the back of my neck stand up!

In the field beyond the railway line,
there was a drummer boy beating his
drum for a company of soldiers who
were also present.
Members of the group reported that they
could see people passing through the
field across the brook, men, women, and
children dressed for farming. One
woman named “Fanny” looked to be in
her thirties was wearing a fawn/light
brown long skirt very tattered at the
bottom. Her beige blouse was torn and
her mousey hair was tied up in a bun at
the back of her head. They also could
see horses, cows, dogs, pigs, geese, hens
and chickens. Horse and carts could be
seen carrying wooden barrels, cloth, live
stock such as chickens and geese enclosed in wooden cages and pigs tied to
the back of the carts.
Whilst sitting in a circle between vigils
there was a sudden gust of warm air
which went through the group and was
felt by everybody, then the cold night air
returned.
A member described an old man she had
seen sitting near part of the ruins and the
name of “Albert” or “Alfred” had come
to her. Bill and Ann Newton who had
been invited to join the group, recognised the description as that of their
grandfather who had lived and worked
on the Grace Dieu Estate for the Booth
family.
Another group member was very disturbed by a vision of three young soldiers being executed in an area near the
new entrance to the Priory.
Finally whilst the group were sat in a
circle having a break, three black shapes
began to move across the cloister area
and approach the circle. With some re-

MEMBERSHIP AND
FINANCE
Nearly twenty new members have
joined the ranks of the Friends since the
Opening Event, and this brings our total
membership to about seventy.
Being a Friend means that you can do as
much or as little as you wish, but your
support, whether financial or in other
ways, is needed now as much as ever, so
that we can continue the progress that
has been made in our first year. You are
therefore invited to consider becoming a
Friend, and you will find an application
form at the top of this page. Subscriptions, which are noted below, are kept to
a minimum, essentially to cover the
costs of administering our activities, but
if you would like to make an additional
contribution this would be gratefully
received.
Subscription rates are as follows:
Individual £5
Unwaged/retired £3
Household £8
Unwaged/retired household £5
Institutional £15
Corporate £25

To Renew Membership a cut-off
application form is at the top of this
page. Please return it to Malcolm Allsop, 15 Dauphine Close, Coalville,
LE67 4QQ. Phone 01530 833632, e-

mail mal@allsop34.freeserve.co.uk or it
would considerably aid our administrative burden if members would set up a
standing order and you are invited to
consider this option. The information
you need to give to your bank is as follows
Recipient’s name : Friends of Grace
Dieu Priory Trust
Recipient’s bank and branch name :
Lloyds TSB , 20 Belvoir Road Coalville
Recipient’s sort code : 30-92-15
Recipient’s account number : 01320103
Amount to be paid : See above
Frequency : Annually from as soon as
possible until further notice
Non-members are welcome to attend
our AGM and social event on 23 October, but only fully paid up members will
be entitled to vote.
We have a range of publications available, including a guide book £5 (£4 to
members), a Ghost Book and various
postcards, and these can be obtained
from any of the members noted below.
These are David Fairbrother 01530
222053, David Whitt 01530 223201,
Ernie Miller 01509 261075, John Dickinson 01530 458872, Ken Hillier 01332
865315, Malcolm Allsop 01530 833632.
Our draft accounts show a surplus of
nearly £900 for the first year and these
will be presented at the AGM for approval by the members. We are currently investigating the purchase of a
large mowing machine (new or second
hand) to keep the grass down in the
rougher areas surrounding the Priory.

Wedding Photographs
“Are you getting married or know somebody who is and want somewhere special to have photographs taken? Then
why not consider Grace Dieu Priory.
Two happy couples have already done
so. A donation of £50.00 towards the
Priory upkeep and a telephone call to a
committee member is all that is required"

